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A Message from Our Leadership

The Hitchcock Center for the Environment is undergoing an historic
time of growth and development as we redefine what it means to
be an environmental education center in the 21st century.

The complex environmental challenges we face while deepening our educational focus on the
today require us to rethink solutions that support interconnected challenges related to climate,
the development of sustainable communities that environmental degradation, poverty, inequality,
are environmentally, socially and economically prosperity, peace and justice.
healthy and resilient. Thank you so much for being part of the
Today you will see a different Hitchcock Hitchcock Center as we work to achieve a better
Center emerging as we drive innovation and and more sustainable future for all. Though we
realize ambitious goals by developing one of have many challenges ahead, together we can
the most sustainable buildings in the world make a difference. We are glad to have you with us!
gw,u. [xﬁ% ( Zﬂ«m Dreclohe
Julie Johnson Jaana Cutson Cynthia Brubaker
Executive Director Board President (2017) Board President (2018)

Mission
To foster greater awareness and understanding of our environment
and to develop environmentally literate citizens.

Our hands-on, interdisciplinary environmental education programs give people:
¢ Sound scientific information
¢ Critical thinking skills
¢ Creative and strategic problem-solving abilities

¢ Inspiration to make change

Diversity, Inclusion & Equity

The Hitchcock Center is committed to diversity, inclusion, and equity
in who we are and who we work with—our staff, board and volunteers,
and the people, groups and partners with whom we work.




WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO

Living Building Tour Program

Living Building Challenge
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Living Building Tour

Program
home that meets the most rigorous standard of sustainability in the
built environment.
Only 22 buildings in the world have been fully certified.
Living Building Challenge Certification Status: 2019
Designing and constructing our building to the strict requirements of the Living Building Challenge
(LBCQC) is just the beginning. Once occupied, we must prove that our building consistently meets 20
performance standards over 12 continuous months of operations, including achieving zero net energy Peabody Essex Museum'’s
through our 60-kilowatt rooftop solar array, and zero net water through our ability to capture and Wild Design Exhibit
store rainwater to supply the needs of our building and site. We anticipate completing our Y May 26, 2018-August 4, 2019

official LBC audit to earn our full Living Building Certification in 2019!

The Petals of the Living Building Challenge
¢ PLACE: Restoring a healthy interrelationship with nature
¢ ENERGY: Relying only on renewable forms of energy

WATER: ti ithin th ter bal f | d climat
4 Operating within the water balance of our place and climate e S s Tt

¢ MATERIALS: Creating a materials economy that is hon-toxic
¢ EQUITY: Supporting a just, equitable world
¢ HEALTH & HAPPINESS: Creating environments that optimize health and happiness

¢ BEAUTY: Developing an ethos of caring, preserving and conserving

“This is an educational tool that will be used by generations to come.”

“It is to be expected that an environmental education facility would
be sustainable, but a Living Building Challenge project is above

and beyond.”

—2017 Green Giants Award jury comments
2017 Green Giants
Award Recipient



https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/our-living-building-project/living-building-challenge-and-our-project/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/our-living-building-project/living-building-tours/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/our-living-building-project/living-building-tours/
https://www.pem.org/exhibitions/wild-designs

Impact

Since opening our new living environmental education center in 2016,
the Hitchcock Center has experienced astounding growth in the number
of people we mentor, teach and support, and in the geographic region
we serve, through our award-winning programs and building.
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Investing in our Future

Beginning with children in their earliest years, we believe that
multiple experiences at every developmental stage foster ecological
stewardship, building a sound foundation for viewing the world
with appreciation and respect.

Each year, our programs help get thousands of children outside, connected with their local natural
environment, exploring and understanding the life it supports, addressing real-world environmental
problems, and understanding their role in solving those problems in constructive and meaningful ways.

FY18 ANNUAL PARTICIPANTS: 2,150—a 27% increase since FY16

The Elizabeth Farnsworth Scholarship Fund
Perhaps one of the greatest gifts a child can have is a summer full of making new friends and
exploring the great outdoors. Through individual donations, the Hitchcock Center’s Summer Camp
Scholarship Fund provides partial and full subsidies for up to 17 children annually. Thanks to a generous
endowed gift of $20,000 and a matching challenge
gift of $5,000 a year for four years from Nancy Goodman,
we are able to significantly expand these scholarship
awards in honor of the life of Elizabeth Farnsworth
(see “In Memoriam” on the inside back cover).

We are deeply grateful to Nancy, a childhood friend
of Elizabeth's, who allowed us to expand our annual
scholarship awards by over 48% to help foster the
future Elizabeth Farnsworths of our world.

Research shows children are increasingly
spending less time outdoors connected to
our natural environment with detrimental
effects to their cognitive, physical and
mental development. Combatting this
trend is a top priority of the Hitchcock
Center. Through our programs such as

: and

, children

spend nearly 90% of their program time
outdoors under the guidance of a skilled
environmental educator. Our

offers five sessions of
immersive all-day study of the natural
world Monday through Friday.

The Hitchcock Center will offer families
and children expanded opportunities for
interactive and experiential learning
through our

, teaching gardens,
and Discovery Yard.

Thanks to generous funding support from
Peter and Valerie Byrnes, Mollie T. and
John H. Byrnes, the Tower Family Fund,
and local business partner UMassFive
College Federal Credit Union, the Hitchcock
Center launched its new

for families with young
children in the fall of 2016. This free
monthly program is designed to enhance
children’s understanding of and respect
for their natural world, by teaching the
initial skills of scientific inquiry while
engaging the whole family in shared
learning experiences. In FY17 and FY18,
a total of 320 children and their family
members participated in these hands-on
science and nature activities focused
on topics such as metamorphosis,
composting critters, backyard birds and
scutes and scales.


https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/support-us/scholarship-donate/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/support-us/scholarship-donate/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/afterschool-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/hitchcock-homeschool/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/hitchcock-homeschool/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/afterschool-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/nature-discovery-preschool/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/nature-summer-camp/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/nature-summer-camp/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nature_Play__Learning_Places_MP_2-1-18-short-version-.pdf
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nature_Play__Learning_Places_MP_2-1-18-short-version-.pdf
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/saturday-family-science-series/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/saturday-family-science-series/
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The Hitchcock Center is one of the mos
sources of preK-12 environmental educa
shaping the environmental attitudes, beliefs
values of K-12 students in over 45 elementary,

middle and high schools each year.

With an hasis on ST.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math
nd place-based learning, we give students a real context to explore,
, develop and apply the values of curiosity, rigor, careful observation,

nd inquiry.

NUAL PARTICIPANTS: 5,500
% increase since FY16

Title | Schools

Of the 45 preK-12 schools we
serve, 71% are Title | schools,
representing a high
percentage of

low-income

students.

N 3 a8 =
are ehbrm?w's? 2 'g)’élte /

r faculty provides.”

- Education and Curriculum,
38 School District

-~

In November 2017, the Hitchcock Center
and Mass Audubon’s Arcadia Wildlife
Sanctuary held their 1st Annual

. The Summit
provides an empowering platform for
high school students to engage in
conversations with their peers on the
issue of climate change. Each team
identifies goals and actions they will
take to address the problem.

A total of four high school teams
representing 50 students from Amherst
Regional, Hampshire Regional, Holyoke
Central, and Northampton Kennedy High
Schools participated in this first Summit.
The number of high school teams
participating in the Summit will double
in the next two years.

We in their
schools and communities, fostering a
strong sense of place and connection to
their local environment. With critical
funding support from the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’'s STARS (Students and
Teachers Working with Artists, Scientists,
and Scholars) grant program, our highly
skilled Hitchcock Center naturalists and
environmental educators work closely with
teachers and their students. In-depth,
inquiry-based studies of the natural world
consider the impacts humans have on the
ecosystem, culminating in a study of ways
to promote a healthier, more sustainable
future. In FY17 and FY18, a total of 16
residencies were completed, serving
2,200 students representing 103 classrooms
and 17 schools throughout Hampshire,
Hampden and Franklin Counties.


https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/school-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/western-mass-youth-climate-summit/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/children-and-family-programs/western-mass-youth-climate-summit/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/school-programs/naturalist-in-residence/

PROGRAMS

Promoting Lifelong Learning

The Hitchcock Center offers a wide range of adult education
programs aimed at fostering greater environmental awareness,
literacy and action, they include workshops, lectures, courses
and symposia centered on natural history, sustainability and
environmental justice.

These programs are offered through our experienced education staff as well as through
a strong network of scientists, naturalists, environmentalists, educators, advocates and
organizations who partner with the Hitchcock Center.

FY18 ANNUAL PARTICIPANTS: 2,100—a 201% increase since FY16

EBT Card to Culture

The Hitchcock Center is a proud partner of the Mass Cultural Council and the Executive
Office of Health and Human Services’ EBT Card to Culture Program. Through this program,
the Hitchcock Center is able to provide free membership to low-income individuals and
families, giving them discounts to a wide range of our environmental education programs.

“The Hitchcock Center is a wonderful place to

connect with the natural world and to engage
with educators, naturalists, scientists, humanists
and researchers from throughout our region who
are developing ways we can all live in greater
harmony with nature and with ourselves.”

—Rita Dietrich, Hitchcock Center member and volunteer

Our forested lands play a critical role in
mitigating climate change. As deforestation
and forest degradation have such a
significant impact on climate change,
reducing forest loss can have multiple
benefits for ecosystems and people.
These include cutting greenhouse gas
emissions, sequestering carbon, providing
other ecosystems services, and maintaining
intact, functioning forests that have the
best chance of withstanding climate
change. In FY17 and FY18, the Hitchcock
Center and partners brought over 170
people together in active discussion over
the latest research and approaches to
forest conservation, sustainable forestry
and climate change through a series of
workshops, film screenings, field trips
and presentations.

The built environment is a major
contributor to climate change, resource
depletion, waste, over-consumption,
diminished human health, and other
significant problems. The best route to
a sustainable future is to make the built
environment sustainable. Over the last
two years, this has been and will continue
to be a critical and emerging focal area
of the Hitchcock Center. Between FY17
and FY18, a total of 1,740 people
participated in over 127 tours, workshops,
conferences, symposia, lectures and
presentations designed to develop
effective agents of change for a
non-toxic material world and actions
for greater environmental justice.


https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/community-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/community-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/support-us/ebt-card-to-culture-program/

Hitchcock Center Context
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Leveraging Expertise

We provide a wide range of professional development opportunities for
environmental educators and sustainability practitioners.

Historically, our professional development work has focused on K-12 schoolteachers, but it is increasingly
including practitioners, activists and advocates who are working to advance sustainability principles in their
own fields. Our programs are designed to go beyond merely raising consciousness and concern for environmental
issues, preparing a broad array of professionals to effectively communicate scientific facts and become
leaders for change.

FY18 ANNUAL PARTICIPANTS: 525—an 11% increase since FY16

Professional Sustainability Fellows Exchange Program

In FY18, Hitchcock Center Education Director
Colleen Kelley and Living Building and
Communications Coordinator Jessica Schultz
completed the Institute for Training and
Development’s (ITD) Environmental Sustainability
for .
As hosts, Colleen and Jessica supported and
hosted Fellows from Latin American countries
in FY17. Subsequent trips to the Fellows’ home
countries, funded by the U.S. Department of
State, bolstered the professional effectiveness
of all while building stronger networks of
environmental and sustainability professionals
across the Americas.

Highlights of Colleen’s visit to Peru and Uruguay:
Uruguay: Visited CEIMER education center to
share curricula and ideas. Shared the Hitchcock
Center’s new building and sustainable curricula
with municipal officials and college students
at a conference at Centro Universitario de la
Regidn Este in Laguna de Rocha as well as with
U.S. Embassy officials and the Environmental
Ministry. Helped develop proposals for improving
water quality in the Santa Lucia River with
local Fellows.

Peru: Visited the Kerenda Education Project
and travelled by boat to the Reserva National
Tambopata on the Amazon River. Observed
research sites for studies of animals, plants,
river quality, mining and a climate change
monitoring tower. Visited Malinowski Field
Station to understand local ecosystems and
the “Tower of the Greenhouse Gasses.” Visited
a lake managed by a native community that
preserves Amazonian river otters, and Chuncho

clay licks to learn about avian research and
eco-tourism impacts.

Visited the university in Lima and met with
academic researchers doing field studies and
research on sustainability.

Highlights of Jessica’s visit to Peru and Mexico:
Peru: Participated in international wildlife
conservation and community environmental
education project with the Amazon Rescue
Center in Iquitos, Peru, and the Dallas World
Aquarium, to release rescued Amazonian
Manatees in the Reserva National Pacaya-
Samiria.

Mexico: Presented the Hitchcock Center’s
Living Building Challenge project to community
groups, as well as academic, municipal, and
federal agency audiences in the states of
Tabasco and Chiapas as part of an environmental

Learning from Nature K-8 School Curricula & Professional Development

With generous funding from The Clowes Fund,
the Edwin S. Webster Foundation, the Francis
R. Dewing Foundation, and the Community
Foundation of Western Massachusetts, new
standards-based curricula were developed in
FY17 with teachers trained to pilot up to 50 new
lesson plans in Massachusetts classrooms in

FY18. Curricula are designed to build scientific
understanding with increasing sophistication
among students focused on Earth Systems,
Water and Climate, Earth and Human Activity
and Sustainable Engineering and Design, and
to train teachers to effectively implement these
curricula as building blocks in creating a

sustainability exchange, supported by the U.S.
Department of State. Professional support,
collaboration, and knowledge building and
sharing with local organizations including host
organization CECROPIA (Tuxtla Gutiérrez,
Chiapas), as well as the Instituto Tecnoldgico
Superior de la Regidn Sierra (Teapa,
Tabasco), and others.

radical shift in the way we think about and
develop solutions to mitigate our destructive
human-environmental interactions. To date,
a total of 59 teachers have been trained,

and 563 students from 31 classrooms and

26 schools have participated in this initiative.


https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/blog/hitchcock-educators-travel-to-latin-america-as-professional-fellows/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/programs/professional-development-programs/
https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/blog/engaging-stakeholders-and-funders-in-creating-a-living-building-at-net-positive-for-higher-education/
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The Hitchcock Center is in the midst of an historic period
of growth and development. It has completed the
construction of a revolutionary new sustainable building
that significantly increased its capacity for innovative new
and continuing environmental education programming.
Since opening the doors to its new facility, the number
of people assisted through the Center’s educational
programs and services has grown by a combined 57%
when counting both visitors and program participants.

As expected, Hitchcock Center’s operating budget also increased. With a new and
much larger facility, the Center’s operating expenses grew by more than 25%, or a
net of $133,695, between FY16 (the last fiscal year at its former site) and FY18. Over
these last two years, the Hitchcock Center moved to its new location and took on
major new responsibilities associated with owning and managing a multi-million
dollar capital asset and incrementally growing programs to meet the full potential of
its new home. The result is an operating budget very much in flux, with planned cash
reserves offsetting the Center’s operating budget expenses, which immediately
outpaced revenue in FY17, our first year in our new home. We experienced a net
operating income of -$92,262 in that year but closed that gap in FY18 with a
+$94,514 net operating income, thanks to two significant and unexpected gifts.

It is important to note that the reported net operating income does not take into
account depreciation. Though not translatable as an immediate expense going out
the door, it plays an important role in the Center’s budget planning process, as the
Center must ensure that the building systems are well maintained and replaced in a
timely manner over the building’s lifetime. In FY16, to address this need, the Center
established a Board-restricted endowment with a generous grant of $500,000 from
the Kendeda Fund. As of the end of FY18, our endowment is valued at $569,829 and
is expected to grow to over $1 million by 2022.

We are grateful to all the people who have so generously supported the Hitchcock
Center over the last two years, listed in the pages that follow. Our members and
contributors provide over 44% of our annual operating revenue and are critical to
our mission success. We hope you will continue your strong support as we continue
to push limits and drive education innovation in pursuit of a healthier, happier and
more sustainable future.

Best,

W

Joe Vreedenburgh

Development expense is higher than
usual due to fundraising activities related

Net Operating Income  Endowment

FY17 -$92,262 FY17 $574,369
FY18 +$94,514 FY18 $569,829
Total Net Assets Depreciation
FY17 $5,876,531 FY17 $143,638
FY18 $6,180,493 FY18 $153,231

REVENUE FY17 $546,457

OTHER 1%

CONTRIBUTED
SPECIAL SUPPORT 39%
” EVENT 11%

PROGRAM FEES
& CONTRACTS 42%

GRANT
REVENUE
7%

EXPENSE FY17 $638,719

DEVELOPMENT
17% PROGRAM 69%

OPERATIONS
14%

REVENUE FY18 $761,544

OTHER 2%

CONTRIBUTED
SUPPORT 34%
SPECIAL
EVENT 10%
GRANT
PROGRAM FEES RENENUENBSS
& CONTRACTS 37%

DEVELOPMENT
16% PROGRAM 71%

" OPERATIONS
13%

to the Center’s ongoing capital campaign.

Investing in the power of environmental education benefits us all. We could not
accomplish our mission without the support, involvement and enthusiasm of our
over 900 annual contributors.

Household & Member Contributors

LEADERSHIP GIFT CIRCLE

$10,000 and up
(Benefactors)

2 Anonymous Donors
John & Elizabeth Armstrong

Nancy Goodman, in
memory of Elizabeth
Farnsworth

$5,000 to $9,999
(Advocates)

Jean Beard

Peter & Valerie Byrnes
via Tower Family Fund

Anne Cann
Sara Crawley
Michael G. Schwartz

John Van de Graaff
& Marylee Bomboy

$2,500 to $4,999
(Leaders)

Rema Boscov

Andrew Brill, in memory
of Elizabeth Farnsworth

Jaana Cutson & Paul
Rothenberg, in memory
of Eleanor Johnson

Elizabeth & Fletcher Davis

Elizabeth Farnsworth,
in memory of William
Farnsworth

Judy Gatland & Jon Lord
Janice Gifford

Sarah & Doug Marshall
Kim & Ethan Nedeau

Alan Peterson, in memory
of Connie Peterson

$1,000 to $2,499 (Patrons)
3 Anonymous Donors

Amherst South
Congregational Church

Carol Booth, in honor
of John Olver

Bernard & Sybil Brennan

Merle Bruno & Peter Vincent,

in honor of Anne Perkins
and Jaana Cutson, and in
memory of Robert Tinker

Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
& Robert Jonas

Fred & Edith Byron

Tom Ewing &
Marilyn London-Ewing

Dot Gavin
Charlie & Susan Haight

Hartford Foundation
for Public Giving

Traci Hess & John Wells
Chris & Mary Hoch

Janice Jorgensen

Linda & Richard Lopatka
Micky McKinley

Jerome Mileur

Jean & Lynn Miller

Sue Morrello & Nate Salwen

Ann Romberger
& Martha Ackmann

Bob Saul & Katie Fretwell

Bill Saunders
& Judy Markland

Judith Smith
Alice Swift
Ralph & Vicki Tate

Gini Traub, in memory
of Elizabeth Farnsworth

Donna Wiley
& Neal Abraham, in
honor of Jaana Cutson

Larry Winship & Ellen Donkin,
in honor of Ted Watt

Jonathan Wright
& Margaret Kelsey Wright

$500 to $999
(Sponsoring Members)

Samantha Adams
& Bill Rohan

Harvey Allen
Anne Appleby
Jamie & Senani Babson

Chris Benfey
& Mickey Rathbun

James & Paris Boice

Jim Brassord, in honor
of Julie Johnson

Lee & Will Bridegam,
in honor of Harvey Allen

Cynthia & Jerry Brubaker
Chia Collins & Michael Cohen

Catherine Corson &
Desmond Fitz-Gibbon

Nancy Eddy

Judith Espinola
& Susan Perry

John Foster

Skip & Janice Fournier
Steven Gilbert

Julie & David Gross
Gordon Hall
Hampshire Bird Club
Bill & Vickie Hart

Julie Johnson

Ruth Owen Jones
Kristine Koczajowski

Neil Kudler & Nancy Flam,
in honor of Suzanne
Hendery

Eli Kwartler & Barbara
Benda Jenkins

Jim Lafley & Patti Steinman

Annie Leonard
& Dano Weisbord

Derek & Kelly Lovley
Tony & Nora Maroulis

Jeff Mazur & Jackie
Rosenbloom

Gordon & Pamela Oakes
Dr. Victoria Pillard
Shari Roeseler

Lauret Savoy, in memory
of Elizabeth Farnsworth

Linda Slakey

Peter Snedecor
& Anne Scarff

Shane Snowdon, in honor
of Colleen Kelley, Micky
McKinley, and Ted Watt

Ruth Spector
Mary Taft & Leslie Smith
Rick & Mary Thayer

$250 to $499
(Contributing Members)

4 Anonymous Donors
Liz Adler & Ben Perrault
Katherine Aidala

Gillian Andrews

Shirley Appy

Helen Armstrong
& Judy Hyde

Doris Atkinson
& Susan Smith, in honor
of Janice Gifford

Joanna & Clay Ballantine

Danielle Barshak
& Oran Kaufman

Casey Beebe
& Chad Odwazny

Edward & Emily Belt
Ellen & Peter Berek

Richard Berman
& Elizabeth Aries

Anthony Bishop
& Seunghee Cha

Leslie & Dwayne Breger
Dixie Brown

Steven Brown & Lisa Oram
Casey Clark

Karen & Joe Curran
Marvin & Sonya Cutson
Peter & Florence DeRose
John Ebbets

Mike Ewin &
Doug MacDonald

Kay Fite

Ruth Folchman
& Richard Wagner

Margery Forbes
Tanya & Mark Fuller

David Gibson
& Amy Stockman

Ginny & Robert Graves
Mary Hall

Martha & Robert Hanrott
Lynn Harper

Amy Springer
& Aaron Hayden

Marie Hess & David Todd

John Hoops
& Lynn Matteson

George Howard
& Barbara Davis

Bailey Jackson
& Lenore Reilly

Kyle Johnson

Ellen Kaufman

Lisa & Michael Kittredge
Nancy Leonard

Ellen Leuchs & Diane Curtis
Betsy Loughran

Jan Marquardt

Rei Matsushita

Christine McCormick
& David Scherer

Alice & Richard Morse

Rebecca Neimark
& Lee Spector

Nemetz Todd
Charitable Fund

Annie Nugent
Megan O’Brien
Janet & Carlos Ortiz

Stephanie Osiecki
& Mark Tidswell

Susan Paulson

Alice Robbins
& Walter Denny

Robert & Betty Romer

Katherine Rowe
& Beah Jacobson

Laurie Sanders
& Fred Morrison

Lise & Eric Sanders
Dylan Shepardson
Lilian Shih

David Spector

& Magda Bechar

Catherine & Jean Springer
Toulouse, in memory of
Elizabeth Farnsworth
Leah Stanley

Karen Sullivan

& Jason Woolf

Liz Suozzo
& Christopher Gole



Scott Surner
& Valerie Miller

Barbara & Robert
Tinker

Marie Tremblay
Kevin & Jennifer
Vanderleeden
Russ & Lydia
Vernon-Jones

Joe Vreedenburgh
& Katie Dixon-Gordon
Kathryn & Jeff
Wakefield

Marvin Weisbord
& Dorothy Barclay
Weisbord, in honor
of Annie Leonard

Kim Wolfson,
in memory of
Elizabeth Farnsworth

$120 to $249
(Supporting Members)

12 Anonymous Donors
Lisa & Thomas Aiken
Sue Alexander

Kim Alli

Peter Allison
& Carol Wasserloos

Katherine &
Christian Appy

Holly & Glenn Armitage

Andrea Ayvazian
& Michael Clare

Stephen Baker
& Sharon Dombeck

Harden & Jeanne
Ballantine

Georgia &
James Barnhill

Sonia Barrera
Jeanne & Jeff Barron

Madelaine Bartlett
& Mark Trebicki

Helga Beatty

Andrew Bellak
& Susan Bain Bellak

Bill Benner &
Joe Wicinski

Lindsay Berry
Rajesh Bhatt
Frances & Bill Bixby
Thomas Bonetti
Diana Borut Stein

Tristan Boscardin
& Ken O’Neil

Roxanne Boyd

Bernard &
Patty Brennan

Denise Broderick
Jane & Steven Brown
Ruth Brown

Jesse Brownback Ill

Steve Bruner &
Leah Schmalzbauer

Joan & Gene
Golowich

Deborah &
Christopher Gould

Shirley Griffin
Jorge Guzman

Nancy & Mark Buffone

Caitling Bunning
& Laura Aierstuck

Melissa Caldwell
Sam & lan Camera
James Chambers

Sara Eddy & Ken
Kleinman, in honor
of Nancy Eddy

Ruth Elcan &
Jill Noel Toler

Paul & Deborah Engel

& Rebecca Spencer Aila Erman Lee Hall

Rachel & Jacob Peter & Veronica Ginny Hamilton
Chapman Everett & Eugene Goffredo
Leslie Cirone Jean & Rich Fay Corina & Mark
Shane & Roselee Todd Felton Hankowski

Conklin Lana Fiala & Martha & James
Marion Copeland Christopher Benning Hanner

Leslie Fields
& Sven Aas

Deborah & Larry Fine
Julie & Jacob Fine

Laura Fitch &
Lyons Witten

Jill & Barry Flanders

Holly Hanson

Happier Valley
Comedy

Greg Haughton

Susan Heitker &
Mathew Jacobson

Marnie Henneman

& Kathryn Holmes

Jaime Davila & Isolda
Ortega-Bustamante
Elizabeth Delorme

& Eric Olsson

Rebecca Dingo &
Katherine O’Callaghan

Paul Dobosh Joseph Flueckiger Peter & Margaret
Mindy Domb Robin Fordham Hepler

Linda & Gary Donnelly & William Miller Bob & Eugenia Herbert
Bill Dowd Dorothy & Hugh Friel Kenneth & Lauren Holt

David & Katherine
Hoopes

John & Heather Hornik

Lawrence Hott
& Diane Garey

Hallie Hughes
& Chris Diamonde

Liz Gallinaro

Alexander George
& Elisa Mai

Sarah Goff &
Stephen Burns

Ellen Goldsmith

Laura Draucker
& Marcus Smith

Elizabeth Dunaway

Elizabeth Eagleson
& Alan van Giessen

Donor Spotlight: Lise and John Armstrong

The Hitchcock Center for the
Environment is a family affair for Lise
and John Armstrong. Doug Marshall,
their son-in-law, is a former member
of the Hitchcock Center’s board and
building committee, and their grand-
daughter Rebecca was a Hitchcock
Center camper.

And since 2013, the Armstrongs have
supported the Hitchcock Center with
generous donations to fund the Center’s
programs and the Building for the
Future capital campaign.

Lise, who served on the Hitchcock
Center’s capital campaign committee,
says, “Our philanthropic priorities
are in equal parts environmental
issues, regional investment, and

Jennifer & Peter Jacoby
Jean & William Jeffries

Lee Jennings &
Eric Sommers

Anna Jonsson
& Monica Percival

Michelle Kacich
& Jeremy Smith
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Austin Miller Co-op Hero Award from River Valley

Hitchcock Center for the Environment was honored to receive the
Austin Miller Co-op Hero Award from River Valley Co-op in June
2018. This award recognizes those people and organizations
that nurture and sustain the community and that embody
the cooperative principle of support for community.

The award was presented at the Co-op’s annual Strawberry Ice
Cream Social, which featured lively music, happy children, delicious
food, and ice cream.

As the recipient of the award in the Non-Profit category, the Hitchcock
Center was pleased to be recognized in the company of the other
awardees, including Margaret Christie, Astarte Farm, and Alternative
Recycling, who each received their awards in the Individual, Farm,
and Business categories, respectively.

The award included a cash prize, donations from the Co-op’s
monthly Green Stamp program, and proceeds from food sales at
the Strawberry Ice Cream Social, together contributing $4,450 to

the Hitchcock Center’s innovative environmental education programs.

Vincent Romano
& Claire Cocco-Romano

Andra Rose, in honor
of Anne Perkins

Nancy Roskill

Peg & Michael Ross
Jennifer Rulf
Angela Russo

Mary Russo & Daniel
Warner

Amanda Rysling
Jessica Saalfield

Robert & Bobbie
Salthouse

Margaret Samuel-Siegel,
in memory of Nancy
Karella

Carlos & Mary Santiago
Erika Sawyer

Susan Sayre

Sharon & Jon Schiller
Jessica Schultz

Blake Scyocurka

Helen Ann &
Graeme Sephton

Ann Sexauer & Alyson Bull

Joni Sexauer, in honor
of Aliya Sexauer

Camil Shaheen

Jeffrey Sharp &
Rebecca Matthews

Marjorie & Alice Shearer

lvy Sherman & Eric
Mabius

Andrea Shusko
Jennifer Siddall
Robin Silva

Stephanie Silverman
& Adam Garretson

Nancy & Barry Simon
Michelle Simpson
Christopher Sims

Bron Skinner, in memory
of Philip Eddy

David Smith
& Cynthia Mentzer

Joanna Smith
& Jill Yeomans

John Snyder

Lisa Solowiej
Judith Souweine
Eileen Spira

Kerry Spitzer
Jordana Starr

& Mike Schilling
Cindy Stein & Mike
Kolendo

Richard & Judith Stein

Kimberly Stender
Margo & Donald Stever

Kathleen & Peter Stinson

Eric Stocker
& Barbara Reily

Marion Stoddart,
in memory of
Elizabeth Farnsworth

Pamela Stone
& Jim Humphrey

Lindsay Stromgren

Amanda Strout
& Dylan Tunnell

Mary Strunk Sitze
& Adam Sitze

Amy Struzziero
Roberta Sullivan
Deborah Swan
Swedlund Family

Colin Sweeney
& Iris Chelaru

Jennifer Swender
& Paul Jacobs

Alexander Taubman

Katie Thompson-Lemoine

& Paul Lemoine

Baer Tierkel

Carl Todd

Nancy & Philip Torrey
Sarah Towers

Kimberly Tremblay
& Jesse Mager

Elaine Tucker

Jacqueline &
Robert Tuthill

Hans & Judy Van Heyst
Frances Van Treese

Amanda & Michael Vann

Roberto Veneziani
& Claudia de Lilo

Meg & Peter Vickery

Joan Vohl Hamilton
& Walter Hamilton

Vanessa Walker
Alice Ward

Paige Warren
& Lynn Adler

Selene & Carl Weber
Beverly Weeks
Elizabeth Weinman

Nina Weisbord
& George Wood

Sharon Weizenbaum

Laura Wenk
& Judy Stern

Lisa Weremichik
Peter Whalen
Cindy White

Janice Wiley, in honor
of Donna Wiley

Jessica & Eric Wilkinson

Sarah Willburn
& Michael Penn

Janet & Roy Williams

Beth Willson
& Fred Steinberg

Cheryl Wilson

Joseph Wilson
& Michelle Trim

Bob & Jan Winston

Jessica Wolff
& Kevin Landau

Jonathan Woodbridge
& Diane Steingart

Sarah & Alex Workman
Paul Wright

Yan Xing

Yan Xu & Wenli Meng

Julianne & Matthew
Yanko

Brian Yellen
& Marcelia Muehlke

Erika Zekos
& Derek Noble

Dan & Emily Ziomek

Julie Zuckman
& Peter Haas

$59 to $30 (Individual
Members)

12 Anonymous Donors
Doug Adler
Gwen Agna
Bob Agoglia

Alexis Allen & Mark Shea

Diane & Michael
Amsterdam

Eliza Anderson

Patricia Appelbaum
Ronald Archer

David Arfa & Kim Erslev

Patricia Auth,
in honor of Nancy Eddy

Katherine Ballantine
David Barrington
Sandra & Peter Beak
Ralph & Mildred Beals
Penny Beebe
Deborah Belle
Joseph Benigno

Catherine Bickford
& Robert Cann

Katherine Binder
Susan Bislewicz
Edward Blaguszewski

Bodhisara Dharma
Community



Amy Boisjolie
Gina Bordoni-Cowley
Beverly Bowman

James Boyce
& Betsy Hartman

Charlotte Briggs
& Deslonde Parkinson

Eliza Brown

Joanna Brown
& Joyce Lower

Jill Bubier
& George Stone

Jennifer Buchi
Margaret Burggren
Jaimie & Joe Cambi
Eva & Sheldon Cashdan
Jack Cavolick

Regina & Lucas
Chaplain-Koski
Jon Child &

Liz Rosenberg

Joseph Cohen

Russell Cohen,
in memory of
Elizabeth Farnsworth

Louise & Sam Colligan
Roger & Shirley Conant
Jonathan & Laurie Conly

Sara Cooper
& Jon Chamutka

Brian Costello

Cheryl Cote
& Robert Duby

Sally Crawford
& Jane Porter

Susan Crim
& Sylvia Smith

Cheri Cross
& Debin Bruce

Wayne & Joyce Crouch

Robert Crowner
& Mangala Jagadeesh

Elena Curran
Nancy D’Amato
Marvin & June Daehler

Joan Davis
Kacie Dean

Corinne Demas
& Artemis Roehrig

Jay Demerath
Linda Desmarais
Julie Rice DeWalt
Carol Dick
William & Ellen Dickson
Sally Dillon

Laila DiSilvio

& Abraham Phelps
Gretchen Dock

& Anne Robbins
Michael Dover

& Rebecca Reid
Darcy DuMont

Marjorie & Seth Dunehew,
in memory of
Nancy Karella

Steven Dunn
& Jessica Plaut

Lee Edwards

Jan Eidelson

Judy Eiseman

Susan & Wayne Emerson
Youssef Fadel

Robert Farnsworth

& Georgia Nigro,

in memory of
Elizabeth Farnsworth

Ruth Feldberg

Rachel Fink

Tamsin Flanders

Julia Flannery

Andres G. del Campo
Aimee Gelinas

Stephen & Katie George
Lily Geraty

Mandy Gerry
& Graham Ridley

Michele Girard
Bruce & Nancy Goldstein
Mackenzie Goldthwait

Linda & Graham Gordon
John Green

Ellen Grobman
& Vandy Bollinger

James Grogan

Frederick Grossberg
& Laurie Smith

Sylvia Halkin

Bruce Hart &
llene Goldstein

Davis Hawkow!

Julie HawkOwl

Anne Hazzard

Sheri Heitker & Mark Dixon
Matthew Hickler

Elizabeth Higgins

Sara Hills

Karen Hirschberg

Bethanie Hooker
& Timothy Binzen

Janet Howard
Warren Hubley

Donor Spotlight: The Corson and Fitz-Gibbon Family

Catherine Corson and Desmond Fitz-
Gibbon have been members of the
Hitchcock Center ever since their son,

Geoffrey, first became a Hitchcock

camper at age 6. As soon as their
younger son, Alex, was old enough,
he joined his big brother in the fun.
Both children have spent winter
vacation breaks, parts of their summers,

home full of excitement and stories.
It brings out their natural curiosity to
explore the world around them.”

The Corson and Fitz-Gibbon family
provides steady support to the
Hitchcock Center as monthly donors.
They also gave to the Building for the
Future Campaign. And when Catherine

and Desmond decided to add solar

and many hours after school at the

Hitchcock Center learning about
science and exploring the outdoors.

Catherine, a political ecologist who
studies environmental politics, markets

power to their house, they chose PV
Squared, which was offering a donation

to the Hitchcock Center for every solar

and human rights, and Desmond, a

historian, understand the value of
environmental education for their

array installed—thereby benefitting
both the Center and our environment!

Says Catherine, “In its expanded
role and new building, the

Hitchcock Center offers an

children and for our collective future.

“With so many electronic distractions
for kids these days, Hitchcock offers a

example to our broader

chance for kids to be kids,” Desmond
explains. “Our children always come

community of the sustainable
future that is possible.”
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Customers’ Choice Community Grant
from Florence Bank

Thanks to the votes of Center volunteers, members
and staff, who also spread the word to their friends
and family, 2017 marked the inaugural year of the
Hitchcock Center's eligibility for a Customers’
Choice Community Grant. Success followed again
in 2018, with the Center receiving even more votes,
translating to a larger award. Together, these grants
totaled $2,005.

The funds were used to benefit the Hitchcock Center’s
nature summer camp scholarship program, making
outdoor adventures, cooperative games, art projects,
singing, and science experiments accessible to
more children in the Pioneer Valley.

This popular award is also an opportunity
to introduce the work of the Center to a
larger audience. And with more community
members aware of the Hitchcock Center’s mission,
there is hope that this grant will continue to
increase in coming years.

We would not be who we are today without the amazing support of our volunteers,

who help to significantly advance our environmental education mission.
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Danielle Barshak
Cynthia Brubaker
Merle Bruno
Jaime Davila
Nancy Eddy
Elizabeth Farnsworth
Tony Maroulis
Anne Perkins
Michael Schwartz
Dan Ziomek

Ex-Officio

Julie Johnson, Executive Director

Harvey Allen, Conservation
Commission Liaison

FY18 Board Officers

Cynthia Brubaker, President
Chris Hoch, Vice President
Jaime Davila, Clerk

Joe Vreedenburgh, Treasurer

Members-at-Large
Gillian Andrews
Clay Ballantine
Danielle Barshak
Merle Bruno

Sara Crawley
Jaana Cutson
Janice Gifford
Fabio Pari-Di-Monriva
Anne Perkins

Dan Ziomek

Ex-Officio

Julie Johnson, Executive Director

Harvey Allen, Conservation
Commission Liaison

Hitchcock Center staff

FY17 & FY18 Staff

Casey Beebe, Special Projects
& Community Programs Manager

Julie Johnson, Executive Director
Shelly Kahan, Center & Volunteer Coordinator
Colleen Kelley, Education Director
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Patrick O’Roark, Environmental Educator
& Animal Caretaker

Jessica Schultz, Communication
& Living Building Coordinator

Helen Ann Sephton, School Programs Coordinator
& Environmental Educator

Marcus Simon, Development Coordinator
Jennifer Unkles, Financial Manager
Ted Watt, Environmental Educator & Naturalist

Front cover photography: Phil Doyle

Elizabeth Jean Farnsworth

Elizabeth Farnsworth was a tireless
worker bee, helping the Hitchcock
Center to promote greater environmental
literacy. Her knowledge of the natural
world was encyclopedic.

As a Board member, Elizabeth also helped lead the Hitchcock
Center through an extraordinary time of transformation and
change, as we built our visionary new environmental learning
center. When people first walk into our new building, they are
greeted by Elizabeth’s illustrations on a Welcome Wall that
introduces visitors to our mission and educational values.

Elizabeth provided over 60 natural history and botanical
illustration workshops in her more than 20 years working with
the Hitchcock Center. She was also a lead organizer of the
Hitchcock Center's annual Biothon. Children will remember
Elizabeth as Mama Bear, one of the beloved characters she
played at our Enchanted Forest non-scary Halloween event.
She was always applying her creative talents to further our
educational mission, like the beautiful native species coloring
postcards for sale in our Visitor Center.

Elizabeth’s significant contributions included her regular
articles in the Hitchcock Center’s “Earth Matters” column, a
biweekly publication in the Daily Hampshire Gazette to educate
the broader public about fascinating local natural history. We
invite you to read all her articles on our website—her words
and writing style are quintessentially Elizabeth.

In so many ways, and in so many places, Elizabeth’s memory
will live on in perpetuity. As another way of keeping her memory
close here at the Hitchcock Center, we are establishing a native
fern garden in her name, so that we may remember our dear
friend and colleague surrounded by one of her great loves
—ferns! Thank you for your gift to help further a passion we
shared with Elizabeth for cultivating in people a sense of wonder
and respect for the natural world, building our environmental
literacy, and together creating a healthier planet.


https://www.hitchcockcenter.org/remembering-elizabeth-farnsworth/
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