Habitat Studies
Grade Levels: 1–5

Program Description:
Every living thing needs a home or a habitat to survive. The Hitchcock Center has a variety of
local habitats on site to experience first-hand. Just as each neighborhood has its own needs and
inhabitants, each habitat has its own animals, plants, and interactions. Our trip will take us
through forest, field, wetland and pond where we will focus on the components of each habitat
and the adaptations of the animals and plants that live there.

Massachusetts Curriculum Standards:
Grade 1: Life Science
LS1. From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes
1-LS1-1. Use evidence to explain that (a) different animals use their body parts and senses in
different ways to see, hear, grasp objects, protect themselves, move from place to place, and
seek, find, and take in food, water, and air, and (b) plants have roots, stems, leaves, flowers,
and fruits that are used to take in water, air, and other nutrients, and produce food for the
plant.
LS3. Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits
1-LS3-1. Use information from observations (first-hand and from media) to identify similarities
and differences among individual plants or animals of the same kind.
Grade 2: Life Science
LS2. Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics
2-LS2-3(MA). Develop and use models to compare how plants and animals depend on their
surroundings and other living things to meet their needs in the places they live.
LS4. Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity
2-LS4-1. Use texts, media, or local environments to observe and compare (a) different kinds of
living things in an area, and (b) differences in the kinds of living things living in different types of
areas.
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Grade 3: Life Science
LS1. From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes
3-LS1-1. Use simple graphical representations to show that different types of organisms have
unique and diverse life cycles. Describe that all organisms have birth, growth, reproduction, and
death in common but there are a variety of ways in which these happen.
LS3. Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits
3-LS3-1. Provide evidence, including through the analysis of data, that plants and animals have
traits inherited from parents and that variation of these traits exist in a group of similar
organisms.
LS4. Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity
3-LS4-2. Use evidence to construct an explanation for how the variations in characteristics
among individuals within the same species may provide advantages to these individuals in their
survival and reproduction.
3-LS4-3. Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular environment some organisms
can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive.
Grade 4: Life Science
LS1. From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes
4-LS1-1. Construct an argument that animals and plants have internal and external structures
that support their survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.
Grade 5: Life Science
LS2. Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics
5-LS2-1. Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among producers, consumers,
decomposers, and the air, water, and soil in the environment to (a) show that plants produce
sugars and plant materials, (b) show that animals can eat plants and/or other animals for food,
and (c) show that some organisms, including fungi and bacteria, break down dead organisms
and recycle some materials back to the air and soil.
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