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Elizabeth J. Farnsworth (1962-2017) was a
gifted field naturalist, educator, researcher,
author and illustrator. She was an exceptional
person whose passion for the natural world
ignited in all of us a deeper commitment to
protecting it.
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As a long-time board member, volunteer and
instructor for the Hitchcock Center, Elizabeth
taught us to observe the world more closely
and to respect the abundant natural treasures
that surround us.
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Among those treasures most dear to Elizabeth
were ferns. She co-authored the Peterson
Field Guide to Ferns (2005), a resource used
by many. This native fern garden has been
created in Elizabeth’s honor as a place for
beauty, reflection and education for all to
enjoy.
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The Elizabeth J. Farnsworth Native Fern
Garden currently represents 26 of 58 fern
species native to New England. More will soon
be planted in our fern cobble currently under
construction. We weren’t able to include
some species due to their specialized habitat
requirements.
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• Bridgit Litchfield, who played a critical role
in the garden’s design and implementation;
• Leslie Duthie and Dan Jaffe of Norcross
Wildlife Sanctuary and Steve Breyer of
Tripplebrook Farm for providing some of
the less common species of this garden; and
• Owen Wormser, who played a key support
role in the cobble development.
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We trust that Elizabeth would have found
peace and enjoyment here. We hope you will
as well.
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